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Overview

➢ Current Pipeline Mileage
➢ Pipelines in AL
➢ New Administration Perspective
➢ PERI Program 



System Type Miles

Hazardous Liquid
212,189/ 7,578 

Tanks

Gas Transmission 300,566

Gas Gathering 18,347

Gas Distribution (Mains & Services ) 2,212,189

Total 2,743,291

Liquid Natural Gas 152 Plants/ 227 Tanks 

Underground Natural 
Gas Storage

403 UNGS facilities

450 UNGS reservoirs

17,514 wells

Regulated Pipeline Systems



System Type Miles

Hazardous Liquid 1,782

Gas Transmission 6,842

Gas Gathering 184

Gas Distribution (Mains & Services ) 58,615

Total 67,423

Liquid Natural Gas 5 Plants/7 Tanks 

Underground Natural Gas 
Storage

(11/27/2018)

2 UNGS facilities

6 UNGS reservoirs

14 wells

Regulated Pipeline Systems in Alabama
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Administration Take on Rules
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Informal Rule Making









• What is PERI?

• Why is PERI needed?

• How did PERI get started?

• Where are we now?

Overview



What is a Pipeline Emergency 

Responders Initiative (PERI)?

Public-private partnership among emergency 

response organizations and pipeline operators 

to improve emergency response.



What Do We Want to Accomplish with PERI? 

✓ Enhance responders understanding of 

pipeline risks and hazards; 

✓ Strengthen relations in the interest of public 

safety;

✓ Improve management of pipeline 

emergencies nationwide



Regulatatory Requirements 

Emergency Plans - 192.615 and 195.402

• Written procedures for notifying appropriate fire, 
police, and other public officials of gas and liquid 
pipeline emergencies

• Establish and maintain liaison with appropriate fire, 
police, and other public officials

Public Awareness - 192.616 and 195.440

• Messages to emergency responders and public officials



Drivers for Change in GA

Some firefighters 
squeezing off gas lines 
when ruptured in 
AGLR footprint. Need 
to change behaviors

2007 2008 2009 2010

JULY 2010 Meeting of GPSC, 
GA Association of Fire Chiefs: 
No firefighter involvement 
on the issues affecting them

2011

SEPTEMBER 9, 2010 
San Bruno:“What pipeline?” 

Are  GA firefighters 
adequately informed?

MARCH, 2008
GA Public Service 
Commission issues Final 
Rule: County-wide Gas 
Safety Plans  to reduce 
confusion/ duplication of 
efforts

Increased industry 
focus on 
effectiveness of ER 
training & liaison 

2012

MAY 15, 2012 First-
ever 
GA Pipeline Operators 
& Emergency 
Responder Meeting

15











May 15, 2012 Meeting in Sandy Springs

• Hosted by Sandy Springs Fire Chief Jack 

McElfish

• Over 50 attendees

• Steering Committee formed

• Local media coverage



Georgia Pipeline Companies

State and Federal Regulators

• Georgia Municipal Association (Gas Section)
• Municipal gas systems
• Interstate pipeline operators (gas and liquids)
• Intrastate pipeline operators (gas)

• Georgia Public Service Commission (GAPSC)
• Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration (PHMSA)

Georgia Emergency Response Agencies

• Fire Departments
• Georgia Association of Fire Chiefs (GAFC) 
• Georgia State Fire Fighters Association (GSFFA)
• Georgia State Fire Marshall’s Office 
• Georgia Emergency Management Agency (GEMA)
• Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC)
• Georgia Public Safety Training Center (GPSTC)

Steering Committee Members



Advance the ability of Georgia 
emergency responders to manage 
pipeline emergencies through 
improved training, cooperation and 
communication with pipeline 
operators

GPERI Mission Statement



Goals and Objectives of PERIs 

▪ Improve and sustain effective communication among 

emergency responders and pipeline operators

▪ Increase emergency responders’ awareness of 

pipelines in their jurisdictions

▪ Establish a baseline to evaluate pipeline emergency 

response preparedness

▪ Identify weaknesses in existing regulatory and 

emergency response programs and develop solutions

▪ Develop a sustainable comprehensive pipeline 

emergency response training program



Alternative Responder Training

▪ Pipeline emergency training transferred to fire-

based training services

▪ Enhances credibility 

▪ Maximizes emergency responder participation

▪ Recognition of specific knowledge needs of 

responders

▪ Eliminates one-size-fits-all approach to training



Training Tailored to Rank and Position

Course Position/Rank Content

Train the Trainer
16-hour

Hazmat teams, command 
officers, trainers

In-depth focus on pipeline emergencies; 
instructor qualification

Command Module
4-hour

Law enforcement, EMS, 
emergency managers, fire 

chiefs

Provides strategic awareness; Focused 
on NIMS & ICS, unified command, 

Incident Action Plan, pre-planning for 
incidents 

Company Officer & 
Firefighter Module

8-hour

Rank & file firefighters 
(volunteer or paid)

Focused on scene safety, initial incident 
command, size-up, prompt notification 

of operator, assistance requests, 
ordering of resources

911 Dispatch Module
4-hour

E-911 operators Provides detailed information on 
pipelines in jurisdiction, product risks 
and hazards, questions to ask when 

pipeline emergency reported, what to 
communicate to operators & ERs



GPERI Emphasis on Prevention

• Response important, but prevention 

says lives

• Damage Prevention content 

incorporated into “Pipeline 

Emergencies” course

o Role & importance of 811

o Underground utility locating process

o Excavation awareness (how to tell if a 

line has been located at a working job site)



Status of PERIs 
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Kick-Off Date
*Georgia May 15, 2012

*Alabama June 29, 2015

*South Carolina November 2, 2015

*North Carolina August 11, 2015

*Oklahoma July 21, 2016

*Florida 4 dates in April 2017

*New Jersey, Pipeline Working Group for NJ 

Utility Statewide Safety Team

April 26, 2017

Iowa June 6, 2017

*Pennsylvania July 6, 2017

New York August 1, 2017

Louisiana August 31, 2017 (Harvey)

Colorado TBD (Oct. 2017)

Wisconsin April 20, 2018

PERI Status by State 



ALPERI STATUS 

• Fire College has 10 regional offices where training is delivered

• Developed an 8-hour (delivered over 12 hours) training based on GPERI

• Fire College issues CEUs to course participants

• Hunt Oil granted $5k to print the training booklet; committed to funding in 

$5k increments as need arises

• Fire College did mock line strike with mayors, police chiefs, fire chiefs, and 

construction industry. Was very well-received 

• November 7, 2018, meeting at Fire College

o Alabama 811 is a key stakeholder that could be more engaged

o Some interest in developing a training curriculum for elected officials

o Limited participation in the training to date, limited resources to promote

o Fire College has access to an existing 501(c)3, legal entity



PERI Logos 

www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/safety-awareness-and-outreach/PERI

http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/safety-awareness-and-outreach/PERI
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